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WKA Dirt Series Rulebook 
General Regulations and Technical Specifications 

June 22, 2025, updated 
 
400 Introduction 
 
The guidelines and technical standards within this manual have been carefully crafted to 
ensure the fair and safe execution of World Karting Association (WKA) sanctioned events. 
These regulations have been developed through extensive processes by the WKA Board of 
Trustees, leveraging over forty years of experience in the karting industry. The aim is to offer 
a consistent and structured framework that allows all participants to compete safely and fairly. 
 
400.1 Purpose of Regulations 
The key objectives of these regulations are to: 
• Ensure Safety: Safeguard the health and safety of participants, officials, and spectators by 
enforcing strict safety guidelines. 
• Promote Fair Competition: Set clear rules that prevent unfair advantages, ensuring all 
competitors have equal chances to succeed based on their skill and tactics. 
• Maintain Order: Implement a structured management approach to events that ensures 
smooth operations and reduces conflicts. 
• Encourage Sportsmanship: Cultivate a culture of respect and integrity among participants, 
officials, and spectators. 
 
400.2 Scope of Regulations 
These rules apply to all WKA-sanctioned events, covering: 
• Event Organization: Guidelines for planning and executing events, including scheduling, 
track setup, and race procedures. 
• Participant Conduct: Expected behaviors of drivers, pit crews, officials, and spectators, 
focusing on sportsmanship and respect. 
• Technical Specifications: Detailed requirements for kart construction and maintenance to 
ensure safety and compliance. 
• Safety Procedures: Protocols for managing incidents, emergencies, and adverse weather 
conditions to protect all involved. 
 
400.3 Compliance and Enforcement 
Adherence to these regulations is compulsory for all participants in WKA-sanctioned events. 
The WKA has the authority to rigorously enforce these rules through designated officials & 
supplements who can impose penalties, disqualifications, and other disciplinary actions as 
necessary. 
• Officials' Authority: Event officials, including the Race Director, Head Flagman, and 
Technical Inspectors, have the ultimate authority in interpreting and enforcing rules. 
• Protests and Appeals: Participants can protest and appeal decisions, following procedures 
detailed in the WKA Appeals Process documentation. 
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400.4 Spirit and Intent 
This manual outline sporting regulations, technical specifications, and inspection procedures 
to verify the legality of engines, racing chassis, and related components in WKA-sanctioned 
events. Officials are empowered to determine if any modifications or designs attempt to 
circumvent the rules. The absence of a technical specification does not imply or confirm 
legality. In such instances, race officials may disqualify an entry, and the WKA will support the 
disqualification based on the "spirit and intent" of the rules. While these guidelines serve as a 
reference for competition officials and technical inspectors, they also assist WKA members in 
preparing legal engines and karts. 
 
400.5 Continuous Improvement 
The WKA is dedicated to the ongoing enhancement of its regulations and encourages 
feedback from participants and stakeholders. Regular reviews and updates to the rulebook 
ensure it evolves with technological advancements, safety standards, and the competitive 
karting landscape. By following these regulations, participants help create a safer, fairer, and 
more enjoyable karting environment for everyone. 
 
400.6 Updates and Revisions 
The WKA Dirt Series reserves the right to amend these rules at any time. Any updates will be 
posted on Worldkarting.com and will take effect immediately upon posting, unless otherwise 
specified. 
 
400.7 Rules Familiarity 
All individuals registering for a WKA-sanctioned event as a kart owner or driver, as well as 
those entering the restricted area or racing surface during such events, must be familiar with 
these regulations and any additional rules or instructions governing the event, and they are 
bound by them. 
 
400.8 Responsibilities 
• Kart Owners/Drivers: Responsible for the safe condition and operation of their kart or 
vehicle in competition at WKA-sanctioned events. 
• Track Operators: Responsible for ensuring a well-maintained racing venue, configured 
according to commonly accepted practices. 
• WKA: Acts as the crucial link between participants and the track by providing regulations 
and technical specifications for the orderly conduct of WKA-sanctioned kart racing events. 
This document's purpose is to establish common standards that benefit all involved. 
Adherence to the rules outlined in this document is essential for the well-being of each 
participant in a WKA-sanctioned event. 
 
400.9 Assumption of Risk, Liability Release, Acknowledgment, and 
Disclaimer of Warranties  
 
Assumption of Risk 
Each participant assumes all risks of injury or death resulting from their participation in a 
WKA-sanctioned event. 
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Release of Liability 
The sport of karting is inherently dangerous and can lead to injury, dismemberment, and even 
death. Therefore, each participant (and their legal guardian if the participant is under the age 
of 18), for themselves and on behalf of their heirs, executors, and family members, agrees to 
release and discharge the WKA Dirt Series group from any and all liability for damages to 
property, personal injury, and/or death related to any event or the participant’s involvement or 
participation in a WKA Dirt Series-sanctioned event. This release applies regardless of how 
the claim might arise, including, but not limited to, officiating, rule interpretation and violations, 
condition of the track and attendant areas (such as the paddock, parking lot, and 
grandstands), and emergency treatment or rescue. However, this release of liability does not 
apply if such damages, personal injury, including death, arise from the gross or wanton 
negligence or intentional misconduct on the part of a member of the WKA Dirt Series group. 
The terms "gross or wanton negligence or intentional misconduct" do not include conduct 
involving human error that may occasionally occur during preparations for or participation in a 
practice, qualification, or race. 
 
Acknowledgment 
Each participant acknowledges that the release of liability applies (a) if a member of the WKA 
Dirt Series group acted negligently, and (b) if the participant signed other releases on behalf 
of a member of the WKA Dirt Series group. 
 
Disclaimer of Warranties 
No member of the WKA Dirt Series group makes any warranty, express or implied, related to 
a WKA Dirt Series-sanctioned event and specifically disclaims any such warranties, including 
any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for any particular purpose. Each participant 
waives all claims against the WKA Dirt Series group they have or may have in the future 
arising out of a breach of any warranty. 
 
400.10 Legal Action 
In consideration of receiving the benefits available to participants, each participant agrees 
that the decisions of WKA Dirt Series officials are non-litigable. By participating in an event, 
each participant (and their legal guardian if the participant is under the age of 18) waives any 
rights they may have to be a party to or initiate any legal action against the decisions or 
actions of WKA Dirt Series or anyone acting on their behalf. If a participant initiates or 
participates in litigation in violation of these rules, the participant is automatically and 
indefinitely suspended from WKA Dirt Series-sanctioned events. Further, each participant 
shall reimburse the WKA Dirt Series group for all costs of litigation, including, without 
limitation, travel expenses, attorneys’ fees, and costs if the participant (a) initiates or 
otherwise causes a member of the WKA Dirt Series group to be named as a party in a legal 
proceeding that is not permitted by these rules, or (b) requests or compels a member of the 
WKA Dirt Series group to participate in a legal proceeding as a non-party (e.g., responding to 
a non-party subpoena or giving a deposition). 
 
400.11 Consumable Specifications 
It is the right of WKA Dirt Series events to declare the requirement of certain consumables 
such as tires, fuel, and/or oil. 
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400.12 Refunds 
Once the legal entrant has taken to the track for any official session of an event, they are not 
eligible for a refund. If they have not taken to the track for an official session, but the event 
has begun, they are eligible for a 50% refund. It is at the sole discretion of the sanctioned 
 
400.13 Waiver Requirements 
400.13.1 Release Agreement 
As a material inducement for WKA Dirt Series to allow anyone to participate in an event or 
gain access to a restricted area, anyone desiring to enter a restricted area must sign the 
official Release and Waiver of Liability, Assumption of Risk, and Indemnity Agreement 
provided to the facility by the WKA Dirt Series before participating in any event. 
 
400.13.2 Parental Consent 
The legal guardian of anyone under the age of 18 who desires to enter a restricted area, 
including a driver, must read and sign a Parental Consent and Release and Waiver of 
Liability, Assumption of Risk, and Indemnity Agreement before the minor child is allowed to 
participate in any WKA Dirt Series-sanctioned event. The WKA Dirt Series Minor Report is to 
be signed by a parent or legal guardian at each event and reaffirms the agreement of the 
Parental Consent. 
 
400.14 Criminal Activity 
It is crucial to understand that federal, state, and local laws and regulations are fully 
applicable during all WKA Dirt Series sanctioned events. These rules and standards do not 
override the existing laws, and everyone present at the event is expected to comply with 
them. The WKA Dirt Series disclaims any responsibility for injuries or incidents that may arise 
from criminal activities at a WKA Dirt Series venue or its vicinity. It is the responsibility of the 
driver to ensure that their crew and guests adhere to legal and behavioral expectations. 
Criminal activities that will not be tolerated include, but are not limited to: 
• Physical Assault: No participant, whether a driver, crew member, spectator, or official, is 
permitted to engage in aggressive physical contact with another individual. 
• Verbal Assault: The use of aggressive or threatening language directed at any participant or 
official is strictly prohibited. 
• Illegal Substances: The use or possession of prohibited or illegal substances is forbidden. 
• Underage Consumption: The consumption of alcohol or controlled substances by 
individuals under the legal age is not allowed. 
All individuals are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that ensures the safety and 
integrity of the event and its participants. 
 
400.15 Prohibited Substances 
All participants entering the restricted area of a WKA Dirt Series event shall be sober and not 
under the influence of any substance that may impair their ability to participate in a safe and 
orderly manner for the duration of the event, or while on premises for a multi-day event. 
Participants are prohibited from being under the influence of alcohol or any controlled 
substance. Authorities will be called if an official reasonably believes that any participant has 
operated a kart under the influence during any part of a sanctioned event. 
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MEMBER CATEGORIES 
See Section 102 for Membership rules. 
 
400.16 Entrants for an Event 
A competitor must be registered in at least one class before participating in official practice, 
qualifying, or racing. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in disqualification 
from the event and potential suspension. Each driver is limited to one entry per class in any 
WKA-sanctioned event. 
 
400.16.1 Event Registration 
Before participating in any official session of a WKA Dirt Series event, drivers must register 
for the event. Registering does not entitle the driver to any additional perks, points, or 
awards, and cannot be used as grounds for protest or appeal. 
 
400.16.2 Right to Refuse Entry 
Facilities hosting WKA Dirt Series events and their respective race directors reserve the right 
to deny entry to any participant. 
 
400.16.3 Driver Competency 
All drivers at a WKA Dirt Series event are expected to demonstrate the fundamental skills 
necessary for karting, including knowledge of event rules and protocols. The race director 
and/or series officials have the authority to assess a competitor’s skill level and decide if they 
should be moved to a different class, or removed from competition, to ensure the safety of all 
participants. 
 
400.16.4 Proof of Age 
Drivers may be required to present legal proof of age, such as a birth certificate, driver’s 
license, or passport, if requested or if the class they wish to compete in has an age 
requirement, such as Rookie, Junior, or Master classes. 
 
400.16.5 Determining Competition Age 
A driver’s competition age is based on their age as of January 1st of the current year. For 
example, if a driver turns 9 on April 15th but was 8 on January 1st, they are eligible to 
compete as an 8-year-old throughout that year. 
 
400.16.5.1 Minimum Age Requirement 
The minimum age for participation in on-track WKA Dirt Series events is 5 years. The driver 
must have celebrated their 5th birthday before taking part in the event, and age must be 
verified with a government-issued document. 
 
400.16.6 Advancing Age Groups 
Drivers may advance to a higher age group with the race director's approval. 
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400.16.6.1 Age Waivers 
Age waivers are designed to permit drivers to compete in classes for which they are not age 
eligible. Such waivers require exceptional circumstances and are managed 
locally by the event’s sanctioned entity, which will approve or deny the waiver following WKA 
Dirt Series guidelines. 
 
400.17 Medical Conditions 
The WKA Dirt Series does not assess the health of each participant. It is the responsibility of 
each individual to refrain from participating if they have any condition that a reasonable 
person would deem unsafe. WKA Dirt Series is not responsible for any further injury or death 
resulting from a medical condition. Conditions that may pose a risk include, but are not 
limited to: 
• Pregnancy 
• Known diseases 
• Medical issues, known or unknown 
• Use of medications that cause impairment 
• Being under a doctor’s care without explicit approval to compete 
• Disabilities that hinder basic kart operation 
 
400.18 Drivers with Disabilities 
Drivers with known disabilities who wish to compete must contact the WKA Dirt Series to 
discuss the basic criteria for competition and apply for a waiver. This process ensures the 
safety of the driver and all participants at the event. 
 
DIRT OVAL KART SPECIFICATIONS 
 
401.0 Kart Specifications 
 
401.1 Overall Kart Length 
• Maximum: 74” 
 
401.2 Overall Kart Width 
• Maximum: 50” 
 
401.3 Overall Kart Height 
• Maximum: 26” 
 
401.4 Minimum Tread Width 
• Minimum: 28.0 inches as measured from the outside of one tire to the inside of the opposite 
tire laterally. 
 
401.4 Wheelbase 
• 401.4.1 Minimum: 39.75” 
• 401.4.2 Maximum: 44” 
• 401.4.3 Measurement: Wheelbase: Measured from the centerline of the front and rear 
axles when positioned at 90 degrees from the centerline of the frame. Measurement is for the 
left and right sides of the kart. Post-race measurement is as raced. 
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401.5 Frame Material 
• 401.5.1 Material: Frame tubing shall be circular cold roll steel tubing or other material of 
equal strength, with a consistent diameter throughout the frame member (i.e., no oval, 
elliptical, square, etc.). 
 
• 401.5.2 Main Frame Members: 
o Minimum Diameter: 1” 
o Minimum Wall Thickness: 0.078” 
o Maximum Diameter: 1.375” 
o Maximum Wall Thickness: 0.060” 
• 401.5.3 Joints: All joints must be welded, with no slip joints or similar. 
• 401.5.4 Prohibitions: Carbon fiber is prohibited as an integral part of the chassis. Integral 
part of the chassis does not include floor pan, seat, bodywork, clutch, and engine 
components. 
 
• 401.5.5 Overall Kart Height: 26” 
 
402 Seat Specifications 
 
402.1 Suitable Seats 
Sprint-style "bucket" seats only; no laydown seats are allowed. The seat must securely locate 
the driver both laterally and longitudinally. It should be of one-piece or molded construction, 
with no "peaks" or add-on sections intended to circumvent the seat back height requirements 
noted below. The seat must be securely bolted to the frame and not be adjustable while the 
kart is underway. No portion of the seat may be located rearward of a plane projected 
vertically from the rear of the rear axle. 
 
Seat height requirements are as follows: 
 
402.2 Seat Strut Reinforcement 
The point where the seat strut attaches to the seat should be reinforced with at least a 1-1/4” 
(35mm) metal washer between the seat and seat strut. The use of spacers or washers 
between the mount and seat is approved, provided they are fully compressed and do not act 
as suspension in any form, other than to prevent binding or to remove space between the 
frame and seat. 
 
402.3 Seat Position and Height 
No portion of the seat may be located rearward of a plane projected vertically from the rear of 
the rear axle. 
Seat height requirements: 

• 402.3.1 Junior 1 & 2 classes (ages 8–12): 10” minimum 
• 402.3.2 Junior 3 classes (ages 12–15): 12” minimum 
• 402.3.3 Senior Classes (ages 15+): 14” minimum 

Note: Measurement is a vertical plane from the ground to the highest point on the seat. 
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402.4 Seat Angle 
Seats must conform to angles specified in Figure 410.2. This check will be made in an "As 
Raced Condition"; the surface where the kart is placed will be the plane to which the angles 
will be referenced. 
 
402.5 Seat Height from Chassis 
The bottom of the seat can be no more than 2” (50mm) above the top of the chassis frame 
rails. 
 
403. Wheels, Axles, Drive-Train 
 
403.1 Wheels 

• Wheels must remain unaltered, with no drilling or material removal. 
• A minimum of four wheels is required. 
• Only 5-inch and 6-inch wheels are permitted for competition. 
• Pressure relief devices are prohibited. 
• Wheel coverings (caps or covers) are not allowed. 
• Weights for wheel balancing are approved. 
• Maximum wheel width: 10 3/8 inches, measured from the outside of one wheel to the 

outside of the opposite wheel. 
 
403.1.1 Tire Structural Integrity (Effective July 6, 2025) 
No modifications or additions may be made to enhance the structural integrity of a karting tire 
beyond the manufacturer’s original design. The use of compounds, vulcanizers, rubbers, 
mesh, or other materials to reinforce or alter the tire’s structure is strictly prohibited. Tires 
must remain in their factory-specified structural condition. 
Note: This rule does not restrict chemical prepping of the tire on the inside or outside. Its 
main intent is to discourage strengthening of the sidewall of karting tires. 
 
 
403.2 Axle 

• 403.2.1 The axle must be a one-piece design that drives both wheels equally. 
• 403.2.2 It may be solid or tubular, with a minimum diameter of 1 inch and a maximum 

diameter of 40mm. It must be made of ferrous materials. 
• 403.2.3 Exotic materials such as carbon fiber, carbon fiber composite, titanium, 

aluminum, or stainless steel are prohibited. (Magnet must stick.) 
• 403.2.4 Snap ring grooves or any machining, other than for the keyway, are not 

allowed between the left and right wheel hubs. 
• 403.2.5 The axle must not extend past the outer edge of the wheel. 

 
403.3 Additional Axle Specifications 

• 403.3.1 Axle stiffeners are not permitted. 
• 403.3.2 Axles may be removed and weighed separately if required by the technical 

director. 
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403.4 Rear Hubs 
• 403.4.1 Must be made of metallic materials. 
• 403.4.2 "Slip" or "ratchet" hubs are prohibited. 
• 403.4.3 Both drive hubs must be locked in a fixed position so that the wheels turn 

equally at all times. 
 
403.5 Front Axle (Spindle) 

• 403.5.1 Front spindle shaft diameter must be 0.625 inches ± 0.010 inches at the 
outermost bearing point. 

• 403.5.2 Spindle shaft diameter must be between 0.625 inches and 0.750 inches ± 
0.010 inches at the inner bearing. 

• 403.5.3 Front axle nuts or bolts must be cotter-keyed, wired, or pinned. 
• 403.5.4 All adjustable components must be drilled, wired, and/or cotter-keyed. 

 
403.6 Wheel/Axle Bearings 

• 403.6.1 Only ground ball or roller-type bearings are allowed. 
• 403.6.2 Split-race bearings are not permitted. 
• 403.6.3 Bearings must be adjusted to remove excessive play. 

 
403.7 Transmissions and Torque Converters 
No transmission, gearbox, or other device that permits changing gear/sprocket ratios while 
the vehicle is in motion is allowed, unless otherwise specified for particular classes. Torque 
converters are prohibited. 
 
403.8 Exposed Sprockets 
Karts starting a race or practice with an unused axle clutch or sprocket hub must not have an 
exposed sprocket. The sprocket must be removed. The rear sprocket hub must not be able to 
freewheel in reverse. 
 
403.9 Engine Clutches 
Dry clutches are mandatory in all 4-cycle classes. No axle clutches are allowed in 4-cycle 
classes. 
 
403.10 Chain Guards 
All chain or gear-driven karts must have a chain or gear guard designed to retain a broken 
chain or gear. Outboard drive systems are allowed only if the chain and sprockets are fully 
enclosed from the front, rear, top, and outside. 
 
403.11 Chain Oiler 

• Prohibition: Chain oilers are prohibited in all classes. 
 
403.12 Chain Sizes 

• Specification: The #35 chain is the only acceptable type for 4-cycle classes. 
• Restrictions: No belt drives are allowed in 4-cycle classes. 
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404.1 Bodywork 
Brand and design are generally open. All bodywork must begin forward of the front axle, and 
end at the trailing edge +1” of the rear tires, must be nonmetallic, not impair the driver’s 
vision, and is subject to the WKA DIRT SERIES safety rules. All bodywork must be neat in 
appearance and in good repair. Bodywork that appears loose and in danger of falling off may 
subject the entrant to a black flag and disqualification during the running of an event. 
Mounting method is open but must be secure and of good workmanship. 
 
404.2 Nosecone 
• General Nosecone: 
o 404.2.1 Nosecone is the bodywork that extends forward of the rear edge of the front tire. 
o 404.2.2 Nosecone is to extend to the front of the kart from the trailing edge of the front tires, 
and cover a minimum of 50% of each front tire. 
o 404.2.3 No air inlets are allowed. 
o 404.2.4 All nose cones must have a tire opening equal to or greater than the tire used. No 
covering of the tire is allowed. 
o 404.2.5 Nosecone must allow for easy driver entry and exit, removal from the kart. 
o 404.2.6 Nosecone may cover foot area up to 3 inches rearward of both pedals in relaxed 
position and must not interfere with the driver’s ability to operate pedals. Six inches of 
clearance must be maintained all the way around nose and side panels for legs and feet to 
exit kart. 
o 404.2.7 No CIK or CIK style noses are allowed in Dirt Speedway competition. 
o 404.2.8 No “wedge” style bodies allowed in 4-cycle dirt classes. 
o 404.2.9 Decals are allowed. 
o 404.2.10 No fiberglass or other rigid material may be added. 
o 404.2.11 No fasteners (such as bolts, screws, pop rivets, etc.) may be used to attach 
additions (such as “wickers” or other bolt on pieces) to the nose. 
o 404.2.12 The bottom of the nose cone can extend back full width to the rear edge of the 
front tire & must be within the main frame rails. 
o 404.2.13 No use of nosecone as floor pan. 
 
404.3 Nosecone Measurements & Procedures for Inspection: 
o 404.3.1 Measurements will be made with wheels and tires on with air in tires from ground 
up. 
o 404.3.2 Nose will be inspected 6-inches vertically high from the ground & 1-inch 
horizontally. 
o 404.3.3 Nose will be teched from front of wheel opening to front of the other wheel opening. 
o 404.3.4 To allow for minor variation in noses in as raced condition tech inspectors will allow 
an additional 0.2500” in the 1-inch horizontal dimension. 
o 404.3.5 Tape may be added to the nose cone provided it does not interfere with the 1-inch 
tech rule. 
o 404.3.6 Rubber baseboard or rubber molding may be used in a safe manner below the 6-
inch measured area. 
 
404.4 Senior & Jr. 3 Classes: 
o Nosecone must be a minimum of 8-inches high and a maximum of 17-inches high. 
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404.5 Jr. 1 & Jr. 2 Classes: 
o 404.5.1 Nosecone cannot be taller than 14 inches on any part of the body as measured 
from ground up to highest point on the nose cone. 
o 404.5.2 Maximum height forward of the backside of the front wheels is 14”. 
o 404.5.3 Maximum height reward of the backside of the front tires is 14” for all classes. 
 
404.6 
CIK or CIK style noses are prohibited in speedway competition. 
 
404.7 Side Panels 
CIK or CIK style side pods and traditionally designed side panels are approved. They must 
be securely mounted to the side nerf bars, and no higher than 14 inches at any point 
(measured from the ground). All edges must be rolled if panels are flat. Graphic guard strips 
are permitted to be bolted to side panels. 
 
404.8 Fairing 
Fairing may be mounted on a line that generally follows the angle of the steering shaft. It 
shall be no longer than 20”, and no wider than 10”, and shall have no sharp edges or pointed 
corners. It must be mounted lower than the highest point of the steering wheel and have at 
least 3” clearance between the wheel and fairing at all points. Fairings are prohibited in JR 1 
and JR 2 classes. 
 
404.9 Floor Pan 
No void large enough for any part of the driver’s body to inadvertently pass through shall be 
permitted. Pan must stay within main-frame rails of kart, and only have holes for components 
(brake discs, sprockets, seat, etc.). The floor pan may extend to the trailing edge of the rear 
frame rails, must always stay within the frame rails, and must end before the rear bumper. 
The floor pan is not required to be flat, but at no point is the floor pan to be higher than the 
centerline of the rear axle. 
 
404.10 Front Bumper 
The top of the front bumpers must measure a minimum of 7.750” above the ground and must 
have at least 2 vertical supports running to the top loop of the bumper. 
Main bumper members shall be not less than .750” outside diameter by .065” wall thickness, 
cold rolled steel tubing or other material of equal or greater strength. Front bumpers can be 
no wider than the inside of the front wheels. 
 
404.11 Rear Bumper 
The lowest rear bumper’s cross bar must measure a maximum of 7.50” above the ground. 
Rear bumpers that span the full rear track width are not mandatory but are recommended: 
CIK plastic or double steel bar. Main bumper members shall not be less than .750” by .065” 
wall thickness, cold rolled steel tubing or other material of equal or greater strength. 
 
404.12 Nerf Bars 
0.75” Tubing Nerf Bars 
The overall length of the side nerf bar shall be a minimum of 22.00” from center-to-center of 
mounting points. Flat single bar nerf bars are not permitted. Main nerf bar members shall not 
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be less than .750” by .065” wall thickness, cold rolled steel tubing or other material of equal 
or greater strength. 
 
1.00” Tubing Nerf Bars 
Must be a multi-plane multi-bend 1” steel tubing that at center drop that is at least 50% lower 
than overall height and returns to original height before completing the bar. The overall length 
of the side nerf bar shall be a minimum of 22.00” from center-to-center of mounting points; 
minimum overall height: 5” measured at two points. 
 
404.13 Number and Number Panels 
Four numbers must be displayed on the kart: 

1. Front: Positioned prominently at the front of the vehicle. 
2. Sides: On both sides, in a vertical plane between the front and rear wheels. 
3. Rear: Placed at the back of the vehicle as viewed from behind. 

 
Specifications: 
 
• Number Panels: Must be of adequate size to accept assigned, disposable numbers. 
• Readability: Whether using paper-type numbers, painted numbers, or decals on bodywork, 
they must be easily readable to scoring and race officiating personnel. 
 
405.1 Fuel System 
No pressurized fuel tank(s) permitted. Fuel caps shall be able to be affixed tightly to prevent 
fuel spillage. All flip-type fuel caps shall be safety fastened during an event. Only pulse-driven 
fuel pumps are legal. No axle or electric pumps allowed. 
 
405.2 Fuel Tank 
Maximum 9-liter (2.38 gallons) fuel capacity. Fuel tank must be located between the frame 
rails and securely mounted to the frame or floor pan except on engines whose sole fuel 
delivery is via engine-mounted tank. 
 
405.3 Throttle Assembly 
Karts shall be equipped with a foot-operated throttle incorporating a single or dual return 
spring system, which closes the throttle when the pedal is released. Hand-operated throttle 
systems are prohibited, except for Drivers with Disabilities and must be approved prior to 
use. 
 
406 Brake System Assembly 
 
406.1 Brake Specifications 
The WKA Dirt Series requires a single hydraulic braking system where both rear wheels will 
equally and adequately stop the rear, or rear and front, assembly when pressure is provided 
to the system via a brake pedal, rod. A safety cable with a minimum diameter of 1.8mm is 
highly recommended should the brake rod or rod clevis malfunction. 

• 406.1.1 Hydraulic brake connections must be tight and free of any visible leaks. All 
brake lines must be safely routed to prevent any possibility of contacting the ground or 
any rotating members of the driveline. Scrub or mechanical braking systems are 
prohibited. 
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• 406.1.2 Dual braking systems may be mandatory in high horsepower classes. A dual 
brake system will consist of two independent brake systems on separate disc or 
drums. Each system must be fully operational if the other system fails. If a bias control 
is used, it must be able to provide safe operation of one system upon failure of one 
system. Karts with 4-wheel brakes are allowed to run in a single brake class if the front 
brake system has been disengaged. 

• 406.1.3 Brake Rotor Guard (“Wolfe Plate”): All Speedway karts must be equipped 
with a brake rotor guard made of a metallic material. 

• 406.1.4 Brakes may be cooled using flexible hosing that is properly affixed to the 
chassis. 

• 406.1.5 Carbon/Carbon braking systems are prohibited, but carbon brake pads are 
approved. 

 
406.2 Brake Mounting 
All master cylinder and caliper mounting bolts, as well as master cylinder roll pins, must be 
cotter-pinned or safety wired to ensure they cannot be loosened without first removing the 
cotter pins or safety wire. The use of Nylock-style nuts to secure the brake disc or drum to 
their hubs is prohibited. Only steel locking nuts or drilled bolts with castellated nuts, properly 
pinned, are acceptable fasteners for securing discs or drums. 
 
406.3 Pad Mounting 
Due to the common use of countersunk bolts for securing brake pads in competition karts, 
safety wiring is not practical. It is essential for each karter to regularly ensure proper tightness 
of these components and to apply an appropriate thread locking substance to prevent the 
hardware from loosening and being lost. 
 
407.1 Steering Assembly 
 
The steering shall be direct mechanical acting and of suitable design for maximum safety. 
Steering design shall be such that the pitman arm cannot rotate over center and cause 
reverse steering. The steering assembly includes spindles, tie-rods, shaft, steering hub, and 
steering wheel of traditional three-spoke design. Butterfly steering wheels are approved. No 
other type of assembly is approved. Quick release hub/steering wheel is prohibited. All collars 
and other devices used to retain the steering column shall be secured to prevent possible 
loss of the collar. All bolts used in the steering shall be of aircraft standard quality (grade 5 or 
better) and shall be 5/16” or 8mm minimum diameter. This does not pertain to kingpins or 
wheel spindles. 
 
407.2 Steering Wheel Specifications 
 
Design and Dimensions 
 
• 407.2.1 Circular Steering Wheels: 

• Must be completely circular in shape. 
• Minimum diameter: 10 inches 
• Must have a minimum of 3 spokes 

• 407.2.2 Butterfly-Type Steering Wheels: 
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• Must have a minimum diameter of 10 inches 
• Must feature a 4 spoke design 
• Minimum grip length: 5 inches on opposing sides 

These specifications ensure that all steering wheels provide adequate control and safety for 
drivers during competition. Participants are encouraged to verify that their equipment meets 
these requirements to avoid disqualification and ensure a fair racing environment. 
 
407.3.1 Optional Steering Shaft Adapter 
Participants may use a steering shaft adapter under the following conditions: 

• Max Length: 2 inches (longest side) 
• Min Diameter: Equal to the steering hub 
• Inspection: Design must allow visibility of fasteners 
• Fasteners: 1/4-inch minimum diameter; cotter-pinned or safety-wired 
• Clip Usage: Spring clips and E-clips are permitted if used with compatible bolts/studs 

 
407.4 Hollow Shaft 

• Minimum O.D.: 0.700 inches steel tubing 
• Wall thickness: 0.0625 inches 
• Lower end fastener: 5/16” or 8mm 
• Steering wheel hub: one-piece, no welding, secured with 6mm minimum through bolt 
• Hub specs: 

o Hub O.D.: 1.125 inches 
o Flange O.D.: 2.250 inches 
o Flange thickness: 0.250 inches 
o Shaft must extend 1.250 inches into the hub 

407.5 Solid Shaft 
• Minimum O.D.: 0.625 inches steel 
• One-piece design 
• Bottom of shaft: 5/16” bolt minimum 

 
408 Officials 
 
408.1 Officials Powers 
All WKA officials have authority to enforce rules and oversee racing activities. The Race 
Director makes final calls on rule infractions. 
 
408.2 Race Director 
Oversees all aspects of the event. Has final say on interpretations and unexpected situations. 
Only an appeal can overturn Race Director decisions. 
 
408.3 Head Flagman 
Controls all flags signaling. Drivers must obey signals without exception. May hold pre-race 
meetings. 
 
408.4 Official Scorer 
Handles timing and scoring. Keeps Flagman updated on positions and laps. 
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408.5 Corner Marshall 
Warns drivers about on-track hazards but does not assist at accidents. Reports issues to 
race control. 
 
408.6 Grid Steward 
Manages the grid, restricts access, assigns spaces, and reports violations. 
 
 
408.7 Head Technical Inspector 
Supervises tech inspection and impound area. Entrants may be disqualified for leaving 
impound without approval. 
 
408.8 Officials List 
Types and duties of officials may vary per event. 
 
409 Safety and Responsibilities 
 
409.1 General Responsibility 
Owners/drivers are responsible for safe operation. The track must be maintained properly. 
WKA provides safety and rule standards. 
409.2 Accidents 
Drivers/karts may be inspected after crashes. Officials can prohibit further competition if 
safety is a concern. Parents of minors must wait for approval before entering the track. 
Drivers with signs of concussion or serious injury may be excluded from further activity 
without medical clearance. 
 
409.3 Dangerous Conditions 
Officials can halt the event due to safety threats (weather, track, behavior, etc.). Lightning 
requires a 30-minute hold after last strike. Participants are responsible for personal safety 
and property. 
 
409.4 Fire Extinguisher 
Each team is strongly advised to keep a 1.5 lb. ABC-rated dry powder fire extinguisher in the 
pit area. CO₂ extinguishers are not acceptable. 
 
409.5 Track Access 
Only authorized personnel may access the track during “hot” sessions. 
 
409.6 Helmet Safety 
See current helmet specs at www.worldkarting.com. 
Cameras mounted to helmets are strictly prohibited. 

• Drivers with removable helmets or helmets that come off during sessions are 
immediately excluded from the event. 

 
409.7 Gloves 
Required in all classes. 
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409.8 Suits/Jackets 
One-piece abrasion-resistant suits required. Jackets must be racing grade and paired with 
long pants. 
 
409.9 Footwear 
Closed-toe shoes required. High-top racing footwear is recommended. Shoes must be intact 
and properly secured. 
 
409.10 Ear Plugs 
Strongly recommended for drivers and crew to prevent hearing damage. 
 
409.11 Long Hair 
Long hair must be secured using a balaclava. If visible during competition, the driver will be 
removed from the course. 
 
409.12 Neck Collar 
Mandatory in all divisions. Drivers who lose helmet support during racing will be removed and 
not allowed to re-enter. 
 
409.13 Chest Protectors 
All rookie and junior drivers up to 12 years old in all divisions are required to wear a chest 
protection device with the following specifications: 

• Up to 8 Years (actual age): SFI 20.1/1 
• 9–12 (actual age): SFI 20.1/2 

 
409.14 Rib Protectors 
Rib protectors are recommended, but not mandatory. 
 
409.15 Driving in Pits 
Driving in the pit area is expressly prohibited at a WKA Dirt Series event. Drivers may only 
operate karts: 

• While exiting the grid 
• On track 
• Up to, but not on, the scales 

Violation of this rule results in immediate disqualification from the event and may lead to 
additional sanctions from WKA Dirt Series due to the serious safety risk. 
 
409.16 Recovery/Emergency Vehicles 
While karts are active on track, no recovery or emergency vehicle shall: 

• Cross 
• Run adjacent to 
• Park in close proximity to the track surface. 

 
409.17 Open Flame 
Open flames may only be used: 

• Outside in well-ventilated areas 
• With a charged fire extinguisher (within 10 feet) present during use 

 
409.18 Weight/Ballast 

• All bolt-on weight must be white and clearly marked with the kart number. 



 

 17 

• All weight must be secured with a minimum 5/16” (8mm) through bolt. 
• Weight over 7 lbs. require: 

o One 3/8” bolt or 
o Two 5/16” bolts 

Fastening Rules: 
• Use double nuts (with 1/4" of thread showing), or 
• A single locking nut plus cotter pin/safety wire (bolt must be drilled) 

Seat-Mounted Weight: 
• Must include a metal washer with minimum: 

o Diameter: 35 mm (1.378 in) 
Prohibited: 

• Carrying ballast on the driver’s person 
• Weight mounted underneath the chassis 
• Weights with slotted holes at mounting point 

Note: Improperly secured weight may lead to session disqualification or event 
exclusion — not protest able. 
 
409.19 Signaling 
Signaling to the driver is permitted only: 

• From the grid area 
• Using hand signals or signboards 

Prohibited: Use of lights or lighted signals. 
 
409.20 Communication 
No radio or electronic communication is allowed between drivers and any team or crew 
member. 
 
409.21 Mechanical Failure / Stopping on Course 
If a driver suffers mechanical failure or engine shutdown under green flag conditions: 

1. Raise hand(s) to signal 
2. Slow down safely 
3. Pull off course with caution 
4. Move kart safely out of harm’s way 
5. Relocate to behind barrier protection 
6. Remain there until released by an official 

 
409.22 Starting / Restarting of Karts 

• Karts must be started with the driver fully seated 
• Restarting under green is only allowed by official instruction 
• Yellow flag incident: Kart may restart unless it was the reason for the caution 

 
409.33 Leaving the Track 

• Re-entry must be slow and safe 
• Driver must keep hand raised until at full racing speed 
• If unable to continue, driver must: 

o Exit kart 
o Move to safe area as directed 

 
409.34 Lapped Drivers 

• Do not impede leaders 
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• Upon Blue Flag: 
o Maintain line 
o Allow easy passing 

If interference occurs: 
• Officials may black flag the driver 
• Officials may reset the field to pre-incident order 
• Caution may be charged to the lapped kart 

 
409.35 Reverse Direction 

• Driving in reverse direction or off the course without safety need is strictly prohibited 
 
409.36 Exiting the Course 
After a session: 

• Drivers must slow to pace speed 
• Exit the course at the designated point 

 
409.37 Euro Swerve / Chop Block 
Definition: A sudden deviation in line that disrupts another driver’s position. 
Penalty: Immediate removal from the course 
 
409.38 Chassis Safety Fastening 
The following connections must be nylock, mechanically locked, or safety-
wired/pinned/clipped: 

• Brake and throttle pedals 
• Brake rods and safety tethers 
• Master cylinder to frame 
• Calipers to frame/spindle 
• Rotor to hub (mechanical lock nuts required) 
• Kingpins 
• Steering shaft to frame 
• All tie-rod mounting points 
• Steering hub to shaft 
• Steering wheel to hub (minimum 3 bolts) 
• Third bearing support (minimum 2 bolts) 

 
409.39 Technical Inspection Form 

• All drivers must complete and sign the WKA Safety Inspection Form before 
qualifying. 

• Spot inspections may be conducted at any time during the event. 
 
409.40 Restricted Area Access 
Only individuals who have: 

• Signed a waiver and 
• Received a pit pass 

…may enter: 
• Hot grid 
• Track 
• Other designated restricted areas 

Only event staff may enter: 
• Scoring, Tech, Tower, and other production-related zones 
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409.41 Meetings with Officials 

• A Driver/Crew Meeting may be held by the Race Director 
• Attendance may be mandatory 
• Ignorance of rules is not a defense 
• All drivers must comply with technical regulations of their class 
• Intentional violation of technical rules may result in expulsion from the series 

 
 
 
409.42 Official Session 
For WKA Dirt Series events, an Official Session includes: 

• Practice 
• Qualifications 
• Heats or Pre-Finals 
• Last Chance Events 
• Features/Finals 

The terms “official session”, “session”, or “race” are used interchangeably in this 
rulebook. 
Drivers may only participate in sessions for which they are registered. 
 
409.43 Environmental Consideration 
All participants must comply with the following: 

• Fire Code: Obey all applicable state and local fire codes. 
• Fuel & Oil: Do not dispose of fuel or oil on the ground or in unauthorized locations. 
• Used Tires: Do not leave tires in pits, trash bins, or on-site unless the track owner 

or Race Director gives explicit consent. 
• Trash: Each legal entrant and their crew are responsible for collecting and 

disposing of their own trash properly. 
 
409.44 Substitute/Relief Driver 
Substitute or relief drivers are not permitted. 
If a substitute driver is used: 

• Both drivers (legal entrant and substitute) will be disqualified from the event. 
 
409.45 Sportsmanlike Conduct 
Drivers are expected to: 

• Race cleanly 
• Avoid intentional contact 
• Uphold sportsmanship standards 

Prohibited behavior includes: 
• Bumping 
• Nerfing 
• Aggressive or retaliatory driving 
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410 Flags – Race Procedures 
 
General 

• Flag usage cannot be protested 
• The word “flag” may also refer to “light” or “lights” 
• The only guaranteed flags shown during an official race are 

the Green and Checkered flags 
 
Green Flag 

• Signals the start of the race or restart 
• Track is clear for racing 
• Passing is allowed once the flag is displayed (unless otherwise instructed) 

 
Yellow Flag 

• Signals danger on track 
• All drivers must: 

o Slow to pace speed 
o Follow direction of flagman and track officials 

 
Black Flag – Rolled & Pointed 

• Warning for unsportsmanlike behavior 
• Driver must adjust tactics 
• Does not require exiting the track 

 
Black Flag – Waived 

• Driver is being removed from the course 
• Driver has 2 laps maximum to comply 

 
Blue Flag / Blue with Orange Stripe 

• Shown to lapped drivers 
• Driver must yield to faster traffic 
• Drivers are encouraged to point to the passing side (if possible) 
• The Race Director may announce in the driver’s meeting that lapped drivers must 

exit the track when safe 
 
Crossed White & Green Flags 

• Halfway point of the race/session 
• Optional for event organizers 

 
White Flag 

• Courtesy flag indicating the final lap 
• The checkered flag is the only flag that officially ends a session 

 
Checkered Flag 

• Ends the official session, regardless of: 
o Number of laps completed 
o Whether the white flag was shown 
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Five Fingers Displayed 
• Indicates 5 laps remain 

 
Two Rolled Flags Pointed Vertically 

• Indicates 2 laps remaining 
 
Red Flag 

• Displayed for dangerous or unsafe conditions such as: 
o Serious accidents 
o Inverted karts 
o Hazardous weather 
o Failure to respond to black flag 
o Other Race Director–determined reasons 

 
Red Flag Procedures 

1. All drivers must: 
o Slow and maintain a safe pace 
o Proceed to the start/finish line and stop, unless directed elsewhere by officials 

2. Restart Scenarios: 
o If no karts have crossed the start/finish line: 

→ Full restart using the original lineup 
→ Karts involved in the red flag go to the rear of the field 

o If one or more karts on the lead lap have crossed: 
→ Restart lineup is based on the last completed lap 
→ Determined by the official scorer 

3. Definition of "Involved" Kart: 
o Any kart directly or indirectly responsible for the red flag 
o Karts that stop safely short of the incident may be excluded from being 

marked as "involved" 
o Final determination is up to race officials 

4. Prohibited Actions During Red Flag: 
o No work may be performed on any kart 
o Any work on a kart result in immediate disqualification from the session 

5. Inspections: 
o Officials may inspect involved karts, or any kart stopped on course 
o Karts with significant damage that creates a safety concern will be excluded 

from competition 
 

6. Session Completion Due to Red Flag: 
o If over 50% of laps or 60% of time is completed prior to the red flag, officials 

may declare the session complete 
o Results will be based on the last fully completed lap 

 
410 – Race Procedures 
 
410.1 Event Format 
Each WKA Dirt Series event generally follows this format (or a variation at the discretion of 
race officials): 

• Official Practice 
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• Qualifying 
• Heat Rounds 
• Finals 
• The number of laps and session duration is determined by: 

o Facility length 
o Typical lap times 

• In inclement weather or adverse conditions: 
o WKA may replace lap count with session time + one lap 

 
410.2 Grid Area 

• The grid area is reserved exclusively for competing karts and crews. 
• Controlled by the Race Director, who may: 

o Limit crew members per kart 
410.2.1 Grid Entry 

• All karts must enter the track from the grid 
• Grid closes once the field is released onto the track 

410.2.2 Fueling & Maintenance 
• Refueling is prohibited on the grid 
• Working on the kart is permitted 

410.2.3 Quiet Grid Rule 
• Engines may be warmed in the pit only 
• Once in the grid, engines remain off until signaled by the grid steward 

 
410.3 Race Start – Dirt Oval 
410.3.1 Rolling Double File 

• Drivers exit grid and line up 2-by-2 behind pole and outside pole 
410.3.2 Rolling Single File 

• Drivers line up single file behind pole sitter 
• After one-to-go signal, karts must: 

o Stay in line 
o Maintain constant speed 
o Avoid contact or swerving 

 
410.3.3 Starting Procedure 

• Pole driver maintains slow, steady pace 
• Front row (or pole) accelerates only at the start line 

410.3.4 Waive-Off 
• Start will be waved off if: 

o Field is too fast 
o Alignment is incorrect 
o Pole accelerates before the line 

• On second failed attempt: 
o Front row inverts with second row 
o For single file: Pole inverts with second place 

 
410.4 Race Completion 
410.4.1 End of Race 

• Race ends when checkered flag is displayed 
• Karts must have had reasonable time to cross finish under own power 

410.4.2 Scoring 
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• WKA will attempt to end all races under green 
• Final order based on: 

o Start/finish line crossing 
o With lapped karts appropriately placed 

410.4.3 Protest 
• Race completion determination cannot be protested 

 
410.5 Time Limits 

• No set time limits, but Race Director may: 
o Impose time limits based on conditions 

 
410.6 Official Scoring 

• Only WKA’s official scoring (electronic or hand) is legal 
• Live scoring displays are not official and cannot be used for protest 
• Karts must be under own power to be scored 

Malfunctioning Transponders: 
• Event-supplied transponder fails: 

→ Driver may re-qualify with green-white-checkered if approved 
• Driver-owned transponder fails: 

→ Driver may not re-qualify 
• Lap timers/data systems cannot be used for official qualifying times 

 
410.7 Post-Session Scale Procedures 
410.7.1 Who Weighs 

• All drivers must weigh in with kart after each official session (except practice) 
410.7.2 Minimum Weight 

• Kart and driver must meet minimum class weight 
410.7.3 Second Attempt 

• Driver may attempt to weigh twice 
o First fail: Remove kart, zero scales, immediate second attempt 

410.7.4 Non-Completion 
• Drivers unable to finish due to mechanical/incident (not an infraction) 

→ Must still follow scale procedures 
 
410.8 Post-Session Technical Inspection 
410.8.1 Required Karts 

• At session end, selected karts must go directly to tech/impound 
o Checked for size, weight, engine legality, exhaust legality, etc. 

410.8.2 Personnel Limits 
• Only one driver and one designated crew member allowed per kart in tech area 

 
410.9 Confiscation of Items 

• Officials may confiscate parts suspected of being illegal or requiring further testing 
• WKA is not responsible for: 

o Replacement 
o Value of confiscated or destroyed parts during inspection 

 
410.10 Sealed Component Change 

• If a sealed component (engine, carb, exhaust) is replaced: 
o Seal must be broken in tech, under official supervision 
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o Original part remains in tech until event ends 
o New seal issued by race official 

• Penalty: 
→ Driver receives 10-position grid penalty for the next session 

 
410.11 Established Course 

• Drivers must stay on the established course with at least two wheels on track 
• Exceptions only for incident avoidance 
• Track includes all curbing 

 
410.12 Driving Standards 

• Driving standards define on-track behavior expectations 
• All infractions are judged by event marshals and the Race Director 
• All decisions are final 

 
410.13 Avoidable Contact 

• While contact is common, it must be avoided when possible 
• Avoidable contact that causes damage or loss of position may result in penalty 

 
411 – Protest and Appeal Procedures 
 
411.1 Procedure 
All protests must be submitted in writing to the Race Director (or designated official) of the 
WKA sanctioned event within 30 minutes after completion of the race that is being protested, 
or in the case of a scoring protest, 30 minutes after the results have been announced and/or 
posted. After the close of the 30-minute time window, all races are official and final unless 
posted otherwise by a race official. The written protest must refer to (1) the specific Technical 
Manual page and section, (2) the Technical Update section, or (3) the specific supplementary 
rules in force for an event. A $200 fee is required for the initial protest. The fee will be 
returned if the protest is upheld. Anyone filing a protest on another competitor's equipment 
must keep his or her own equipment in the impound area following the race. Once a 
competitor's equipment has been removed from the impound area, he or she has waived the 
right to file a protest on another competitor's equipment regardless of whether 30 minutes 
have elapsed from the completion of the race in question. If a driver's finishing position is 
adversely affected by an incident on the track, the driver cannot be reinstated to his or her 
previous position. However, this does not prevent the driver from filing a protest after the race 
to argue a position penalty given by the officials. 
 
Level 1 Protest - The Race Director will make the decision based on information gathered by 
officials and involved competitors. The Race Director will then deliver the decision to the 
competitor. 
 
Level 2 Protest - The competitor will then can appeal the decision to (a) the WKA Board of 
Trustees or (b) protest committee at the track. 
 
411.2 Appeal of a Race Director Call Procedure 
If a protest is denied by the Race Director and the driver wishes to appeal, there are two 
options: (1) he or she may do so with an Appeal Committee at the track for an additional fee 
of $100. The fee will be returned if the protest is upheld. For the appeal to be heard at the 
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track, the protesting driver must sign a waiver waiving his or her rights to have the appeal 
heard by the WKA Board of Trustees. The Appeal Committee will meet and decide the 
outcome of the appeal and deliver the decision to the Race Director, so that the driver can be 
informed, and the correct finishing order can be posted at the event. (2) If the protesting 
driver chooses to have the WKA Board of Trustees hear the protest, the fee is $400. The fee 
will be returned if the appeal is upheld. The appeal will be placed on the agenda for hearing 
at the 
next scheduled board meeting. When the appeal goes to the Board of Trustees and involves 
an engine or chassis part, the item must be packaged and sealed by the protestor and given 
to the event Race Director to be taken to the Board of Trustee meeting. The driver must file 
his or her appeal within fifteen minutes after the race official has given the decision on his/her 
initial protest. (See 110.2.2 for procedures). If a driver's protest is denied, he or she may 
appeal that protest only after the final/feature race has been completed. If protest is denied 
on an issue prior to the running of the final/features, there is no appeal. Appeals that are not 
resolved at the track may also be heard by a five-person committee at another location in lieu 
of the upcoming Board meeting. 
 
411.3 Appeal Meeting 
This section describes the format and protocol for executing Appeals Committee protest 
meetings. Note: If a driver files a protest but is not available when the protest is heard, the 
protest is denied. 
 
411.4 Appeals Committee 
**The Appeals Committee will consist of five individuals as described in 110.2.1. One of those 
five will be designated Chairman. Based on availability at the event, the Chairman should be 
in order: a current Trustee, a former Trustee, or a WKA Officer. If none of these are available, 
the Chairman should be selected from among the committee members. The Chairman is 
responsible for running the meeting according to 110.2.1 and the guidelines described as 
follows, including: 

1. Setting the date, place, and time of the meeting and notifying all interested parties. 
2. Bringing in the appropriate race official that made the disqualification. 
3. Bringing in the disqualified parties and/or their representatives. 
4. Determining the length of time each party is allowed to present his or her perspective.  

 
411.5 Elements of Appeal Meeting 
The appeal meeting should be conducted as follows: 
A) Chairman outlines the meeting purpose, time limits, and format as described in this 
Technical Manual. 
B) Chairman describes to the disqualified member his or her rights in the appeal and 
confirms that the member has signed the waiver indicating that the committee is to make the 
final ruling, and the member has waived his or her right to appeal to the Board of Trustees. 
C) WKA official describes the reason for disqualification along with any supporting 
demonstration. Maximum time: 10 minutes. 
D) Competitor shall respond to WKA official and give his or her argument as to why the 
disqualification should be reversed. Maximum time: 10 minutes. 
E) The WKA official, competitor, and committee members may question each other regarding 
the disqualification and the presentations given by each party. Maximum time: 5 minutes. 
F) Competitor and race official have two minutes for closing comments. 
G) The competitor, his or her representatives, and disqualifying race official are dismissed. 
Only the appeals committee members remain for deliberations. 
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H) Committee members discuss the presentations among themselves. 
I) A blind vote is taken of each committee member, including the chairman. Each member has 
one vote in determining whether the appeal should be upheld and disqualification reversed, 
or the appeal should be denied, and disqualification should stand. 
J) After the vote, the chairman will notify the competitor and the WKA official of the outcome. 
The written decision shall be presented in person to each party. 
Note: It is not the responsibility of the chairman or any committee member to rationalize or 
explain the committee’s ruling to any of the parties but only to 
indicate that the ruling was made in accordance with the evidence submitted and the rules as 
stated in the WKA Tech Manual. 
 
 
 
 
411.6 Conduct of Appeal Meeting 
The Chairman, with agreement of committee members, can change the time length of 
agenda items C, D, E, and F as needed. If any member of the committee has a conflict of 
interest in their ability to vote on the matter, prior to, during, or after the presentation of each 
party, he/she should make this conflict known to the chairman. If the chairman feels that this 
conflict could influence the committee's decision, that member will be excused from any 
further committee action. 
It is essential that the chairman and all committee members understand that they are acting 
as a decision-making body based on the evidence submitted to them and the provisions of 
the regulations stated in the WKA Tech Manual, current Tech Updates, and supplementary 
regulations. While the competitor is to be given every possible chance to explain the 
situation, it is the committee's responsibility to enforce the regulations as written. The 
committee members should remember that they are acting in the place and stead of the 
Board of Trustees and for the benefit of all WKA members. 
 
411.7 Impounding an Appealed Item 
1. Ensure that all information on the three-part WKA Protest/Appeal Form is complete and the 
form is signed and dated. 
2. Collect the appeal fee. 
3. Give one copy of the WKA Protest/Appeal Form to the competitor, one copy to the Head 
Tech Inspector, and place one in the container with the impounded part in the presence of the 
competitor filing the appeal and seal the container. 
4. Ensure that the Race Director, Head Technical Inspector, and protester sign and date the 
sealed container in a way such that the seal cannot be broken without disturbing the 
signatures and date. 
5. Keep the sealed item in the presence of the Race Director or Head Technical Director until 
delivered in person or shipped to the WKA office. 
 
412 Infractions 
 
The officials at a WKA DIRT SERIES event have full authority to levy infractions based on 
their interpretation of the rules and standards within this document, the concept of Spirit & 
Intent, and the current and future integrity of the sport. The WKA DIRT SERIES infraction 
system aims to provide protection and guidance for both participants and officials so that the 
infractions levied are acceptable for the infraction committed. It is understood that various 
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events may not have the capacity to enforce a detailed infraction list as provided here, and 
the list is not an expectation that every WKA DIRT SERIES event is obligated to follow each, 
and every infraction listed.  
 
While infraction ranges are specified, it is understood that during an event or a season, 
participants who consistently fail to comply with the rules or standards in this document may 
receive progressive infractions. This is especially the case for repeated non-compliance of 
the same nature during the same event or a series of events.  
 
Multiple infractions may be assessed to a participant at one time for multiple infractions in an 
official session or during an event. The following infraction types may be utilized during WKA 
DIRT SERIES events and are typically found in sprint competition. Race Directors for 
speedway competition may use some or all the listed infractions. However, due to the nature 
of speedway racing, most infractions will result in a disqualification (DQ).  
Infractions are typically applied following the on-track session, except in the case of a Black 
Flag (non-mechanical) issued to a competitor. The following are standard guidelines for 
infraction penalties, 
 


